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Disarmament Conference and the withdrawal of Germany from
the League.

It needed only one more blow to the League's prestige in
Europe before Germany formally fulfilled France's expectations
and denounced the Versailles Treaty openly and without even
the formality of consultation. This last blow was provided by
the results of the Saar Plebiscite on iyth January 1935. In
some quarters the fact was not appreciated. Hitler, how-
ever, missed none of its significance, nor did the French War
Office, who anticipated Germany's later action by a few days
and increased the period of military service from one year to
two.

Superficially the Saar affair was a triumph for the League,
and not least for the British Foreign Office, which took a leading
part in securing the agreements preliminary to the plebiscite>
and for once was not backward in guaranteeing their effective
execution. Ironic indeed that the result should have dealt the
coup de grace to the British foreign policy of the last seventeen
years. Yet so it was. Such authority as the post-war peace
organization possessed, derived, as we have seen, from its
allegedly representative character. It was an extension of the
machinery of parliamentary democracy, and its title deeds to
authority were the principles of nineteenth-century Liberalism.
Challenge after challenge had been offered to these principles
by different governments, since the St. Martin's Summer of
Liberalism at Versailles in 1919. The governments of Russia,
Turkey, Italy, Poland, Yugoslavia, and, lastly, Germany, had
turned their backs firmly on the whole corpus of Liberal philo-
sophy. Spain was about to follow suit. But the theory was
held that, despite all appearances, the hearts of common men
still beat true to the old formulae, and stout Tories questioning
the credentials of M. Stalin were at one over this with the
Labour party and the Liberals. Nothing^ they all felt, but vile
oppression could ever lead decent and simple people to depart
from the principles of representative government. The Saar
was. to provide the proof.

Here was a population of mixed race, enjoying free institu-
tions, who had> by a, stroke of good fortune, escaped the
mopstrous political tyrannies which a ruthless political gangster